Bruce: Electrical Treatment of Wounds, Rc.
Another point I wish to mention in connexion with the treatment of sinuses and wounds is the use of X-rays. Chronic suppurations and sinuses which have persisted for a long time and resisted other forms of treatment have yielded to X-rays, and here again further help will be derived by placing along the sinus a silver or tin rod.
With regard to the treatment of frost-bite, it is first necessary to have an exact definition of " frost-bite," so that all who use the term will be referring to the same condition. I have had two cases of frostbite in the feet, of the ancesthetic type, and I have tried one foot of a patient with one method, and the other foot of the same man with -another. I applied the rhythmic sinusoidal current to the worst foot of one case, and to the other I applied the galvanic current, the strength of which had been made to wax and wane. The foot treated with the sinusoidal current recovered much sooner than the other. In another bilateral case I treated both feet by diathermy, and the improvement, in looks and in feeling, began with the first application. In diathermy, I start off by using moist pads soaked in salt solution, but later I place pads on the skin, which has received a little preliminary moistening; and the result is that there are fewer burns than by the other method. I have produced two bad burns by using a damp cloth pad in surgical diathermy, because the salt solution was converted into steam, and this caused two large areas of necrosis, but it should be. added that the patient was already moribund from malignant disease.
The PRESIDENT (Dr. W. Ironside Bruce): I am sure members have derived a great deal of instruction from the discussion, and I cannot close the meeting without saying how much I have been interested in Dr. Russ's remarks setting forth his own method of dealing with bacterial infection. I agfee with Dr. Reginald Morton that there is something entirely new in it, which is likely to change the prevailing views concerning the electrical treatment of disease.
